


INTRODUCTION : IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC 

PROCUREMENT, IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND FIRST SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT AND ITS MAIN TRIGGERS

Á Sustainable Development can be defined as that which meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs*.

Á Main triggers of Sustainable Development:

Decent work 

deficit

Pollution and

GHG emissions

Overexploitation of 

natural Resources

*Source: World Commission on Environment and 

Developmentôs (the Brundtland Commission) report 

Our Common Future, 1987

Global population 

growth
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Global 

Inequality



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS ABOUT PROMOTING ôTHE TRIPLE 

BOTTOM LINEõ

Sustainable Development 

tries to establish synergies 

between environmental 

balance, social progress 

and economic feasibility 

under the principle of good 

governance.

Environment

Social

Economic

The Triple Bottom Line
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COMBINING THESE FUNCTIONS SPP

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT : WHY IS IT RELEVANT TO ENSURE SD?

The role of governments :

1. Regulate markets

2. Actively participate in market as purchasers

3. Use tax payers money (conformity with community norms)                 

4. Enable and encourage competitiveness/innovation

5. Produce social, ethical and environmental outcomes, directly and indirectly
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Properly applied, SPP is an effective mechanism to further the economic, 

social and environmental development, i.e. to achieve policy goals



SPP IS NOT A STAND ALONE PRACTICE: IT SEEKS RESOURCE EFFICIENCY, 

IMPROVES QUALITY OF PRODUCTS AND OPTIMIZES COSTS, THEREFORE IT IS 

GOOD PROCUREMENT

SPP follows the essential elements of good public procurement ðtransparent, 

fair, non-discriminatory, competitive, accountable, efficient use of public funds, and 

verifiable ðwhilst integrating the three dimensions of sustainable 

development : social, environmental, and economic.

therefore, 

Sustainable Public Procurement is Good Procurement !

Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) is the ñprocess whereby public organizations

meet their needs for goods, services, works and utilities in a way that achieves value

for money on a whole life cycle basis in terms of generating benefits not only to the

organization, but also to society and the economy, whilst significantly reducing

negative impacts on the environmentò

Updated by the Multistakeholder Advisory Committee of the 10YFP SPP Programme from: Procuring the Future ïthe report of the UK 

Sustainable Procurement Task Force, June 2006.
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SPP ADDRESSES ALL 3 PILLARS OF SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT ; I.E. IT GOES BEYOND ôGREEN PROCUREMENTõ



UNITED NATIONS COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE HEALTH PROCUREMENT



EXAMPLE: UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME SPGUIDELINES 

AND IMPLEMENTATION
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UNDP Sustainability Assessment 

of Antiretrovirals Long Term 

Suppliers

Sustainability assessment aiming to 

enhance the sustainability agenda, based 

on the answers and the documentation 

provided by suppliers to a detailed 

questionnaire

Å Clear commitment to greener practices by 

suppliers achieving environmental 

certificates and performing risks 

assessment of their production 

processes. 

Å Space for improvement in areas such as 

monitoring carbon footprint or using 

renewable energy sources at the 

production facilities.

i

http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/img/corporate/procurement/Practitioner_Guide_Sustainable_Procurement.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/sweden/Procurement Strategy Final July 1 2015.pdf


EXAMPLE OF SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RISK OF 

MEDICINES

Photo: UNOPS
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Risks Controls

Unethical supply chain Environmental and ethical sourcing policy

Employee health and safety (labor 

relations, working conditions)

Supply chain sustainability and employee health 

and safety risk management system

Risks Controls

Pressure on natural resources Minimize facility footprint

Atmospheric emissions 

(Pollutants, Greenhouse gas)

Emissions management

Liquid waste (production and 

disposal), Accidental spills

Waste management and end of life process

Employee health and safety Community health and safety plan and 

awareness raising on communicable diseases

Raw 

materials

Manufacture 

and logistics



A STRUCTURED APPROACH TO SPP SHOULD INTEGRATE SUSTAINABILITY 

CONSIDERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE PROCUREMENT PROCESS

Some examples of SPP integration: 1

1) Planning
ÅAssess sustainability impacts of the procurement

ÅConsider using a ñsustainable titleò for the process
Sourcing

Evaluation

Logistics

Contract Management

Planning 

Requirements definition

Bid receipt and opening

Contract finalization and 

issuance

Procurement process

Solicitation

Review and award
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2) Requirements definition
ÅRelevant technical standards and environmental labels

ÅPerformance and functional specifications

3

3) Sourcing
ÅResearch the market for sustainable health products/services

ÅPre-qualify suppliers that minimize sustainability  risks

4

4) Solicitation
ÅPre-determined sustainability evaluation criteria 

Å Life-cycle-costs considerations 

5) Contract management
ÅSuppliers engagement to improve sustainability  performance

5

4.1

Special attention: when integrating technical SPP requirement in the 
health procurement, you need to ensure that they will comply with the 
World Health Organization Pre-Qualification Scheme of Medicines 
Programme (PQP) and national regulations

i

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs278/en/


EXAMPLE: UNFPA PROGRESSIVE APPROACH TO 

SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT 



OUR VALUE REFERENCES
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UN SUPPLIER CODE OF 

CONDUCT

10 PRINCIPLES OF THE UN GLOBAL COMPACT


